
EU in Practice: Fur, Borders, and
Bureaucracy

Family Guide to Travelling 
With Pets in Europe

What to Check Before Crossing Borders With 
Your Dog, Cat, or Ferret

Travelling with a pet sounds charming until the night before 
departure, when someone suddenly asks: “Where is the dog’s 
passport?”

The dog, naturally, has no answer. The cat is unavailable for comment. 
The ferret may already be inside the suitcase.

But pet travel in Europe is much easier when you understand the 
system before you reach the border, the airport, the ferry terminal, or 
the veterinary desk of doom. This guide is designed for families, 
travellers, students, remote workers, and anyone planning to cross 
European borders with a dog, cat, or ferret.

It is not a replacement for official rules, veterinary advice, airline 
conditions, or national requirements. Think of it as your friendly pre-
travel checklist — the one that helps you avoid discovering too late 
that your pet is emotionally ready for France but administratively still 
in Portugal.

1. Know Whether Your Trip Counts as Pet 
Travel

The EU pet passport system is designed for the non-commercial 
movement of dogs, cats, and ferrets. In simple terms, this means your 
pet is travelling with you, or with someone authorised by you, and is 



not being sold, transferred to a new owner, or moved for commercial 
purposes.

This distinction matters. A family taking their dog on holiday is not the 
same as someone transporting animals for sale, adoption, resale, or 
commercial transfer. Different rules may apply when animals are 
being moved commercially, in larger numbers, or without their owner.

Before planning the trip, ask:

Is my pet travelling with me or an authorised person?

Is the movement for personal travel, relocation, holiday, or family 
reasons?

Is the pet being sold, rehomed, transferred, or transported 
commercially?

Am I travelling with more than five pets?

If the answer is complicated, check official guidance early. Pet travel 
rules are friendly to prepared families, but they are not designed to 
rescue last-minute improvisation.

2. Check That Your Pet Has the Right 
Document

For travel between EU countries, dogs, cats, and ferrets usually need 
an EU pet passport issued by an authorised veterinarian. This 
document contains your pet’s identity and health information, 
including its microchip or valid older tattoo code, rabies vaccination 
record, and details of the vet who issued or updated the passport.

The pet passport is not a decorative booklet. It is the document that 
links your pet’s identity to its vaccination history and makes cross-
border travel predictable.

Before travelling, check:

Is the pet passport physically with you?

Is your name and contact information correct?

Is your pet’s description correct?



Is the microchip number written clearly and correctly?

Is the rabies vaccination recorded properly?

Is the passport signed and stamped where required?

Are all relevant dates readable?

Is the passport in good condition?

Do not assume that “we have one somewhere” is enough. Somewhere 
is not a valid travel document category.

3. Check the Microchip Before the Trip

Your pet must be identifiable. In most cases, that means a microchip. 
Some older tattoos may still be accepted if they were applied before 
the relevant cut-off date and remain clearly readable, but the safest 
and most common standard is a microchip.

The microchip matters because it connects the animal to the 
document. Without that link, the passport cannot reliably prove that 
the pet in front of the official is the pet described in the vaccination 
record.

Before travelling:

Ask your vet to scan the microchip.

Make sure the number matches the pet passport exactly.

Check that the microchip is readable.

Confirm your contact details are up to date in any relevant pet 
registration database.

Do this well before departure. The border, airport, or ferry queue is 
not the ideal place to discover that your pet’s microchip has become 
a plot twist.

4. Check the Rabies Vaccination Dates

Rabies vaccination is the heart of the EU pet travel system. Your pet’s 
vaccination must be valid, properly recorded, and linked to the 
identified animal.



The most common mistake is assuming that because a pet was 
vaccinated once, everything is fine forever. It is not. Vaccines have 
validity periods, and travel rules depend on correct timing and 
documentation.

Before travelling, check:

Is the rabies vaccination up to date?

Was the vaccination given after the microchip was implanted or read?

Is the vaccine name recorded?

Is the vaccination date recorded?

Is the “valid from” date clear?

Is the “valid until” date still in the future?

Has the vet signed and stamped the entry where required?

If the vaccination has expired, your pet may need to be vaccinated 
again and wait before travel is allowed. Do not leave this until the 
week before departure. The dog may forgive you. The regulations may 
not.

5. Check Special Country Requirements

Most EU pet travel rules are shared, but some destinations have 
additional requirements. For example, dogs travelling to certain 
countries or territories that are free from the tapeworm 
Echinococcus multilocularis may need tapeworm treatment before 
entry.

This is especially important for travel to places such as Finland, 
Ireland, Malta, Norway, and Northern Ireland, where additional 
tapeworm treatment rules may apply for dogs.

Before travelling, check:

Does the destination require tapeworm treatment?

Does the treatment need to be given within a specific time window?

Does it need to be recorded in the pet passport by a vet?



Are there local restrictions on certain breeds or species?

Are there any rules for public transport, beaches, accommodation, or 
restaurants?

Shared EU rules make travel easier, but they do not mean every 
destination is identical. Europe is united, but your dog may still need a 
tapeworm tablet.

6. Check the Rules if You Are Coming From 
Outside the EU

Travelling within the EU and entering the EU from a non-EU country 
are not the same thing.

If you are bringing a dog, cat, or ferret into the EU from outside the EU, 
additional rules may apply. Depending on the country of origin, your 
pet may need an EU animal health certificate, a valid rabies 
vaccination, a microchip, a written declaration confirming the non-
commercial nature of the movement, and in some cases a rabies 
antibody test.

Before travelling into the EU, check:

What country is the pet travelling from?

Is that country listed under EU pet travel rules?

Does your pet need an EU animal health certificate?

Is a rabies antibody test required?

Does the pet need to enter through a designated travellers’ point of 
entry?

Is your timing correct for vaccination, testing, and certificate validity?

Do you have the required written declaration?

This is one of those moments where “I saw someone online say it was 
fine” is not enough. Use official information and speak to a vet familiar 
with international pet travel.



7. Check Transport Rules Separately

EU pet travel rules are not the same as airline, ferry, train, coach, or 
accommodation rules. Your pet may meet EU animal health 
requirements and still be refused by a transport company if you have 
not followed its conditions.

Before booking, check the rules for:

airlines

ferries

trains

coaches

car rental companies

hotels and holiday rentals

campsites

restaurants and public spaces

Ask practical questions:

Can the pet travel in the cabin?

Does the pet need an approved carrier?

Are there weight limits?

Are certain breeds restricted?

Are brachycephalic breeds, such as pugs or bulldogs, subject to 
special rules?

Does the company require advance booking for pets?

Are there seasonal restrictions during hot weather?

Are assistance dogs treated differently?

Do not assume that because one airline allows something, another 
will too. Transport companies have their own rules, and pets are not 



famous for handling bureaucratic surprises gracefully.

8. Plan for Heat, Stress, and Comfort

A legal journey is not automatically a humane journey.

Your pet may have all the correct documents and still find the trip 
exhausting, frightening, or unsafe if heat, stress, long waits, or poor 
planning are involved. This is especially important in summer, during 
heatwaves, or when travelling with older animals, puppies, kittens, 
animals with medical conditions, or breeds sensitive to heat and 
breathing difficulties.

Before departure, prepare:

water and a travel bowl

food and treats

medication

lead, harness, and collar

carrier or crate

blanket or familiar item

waste bags

absorbent pads if needed

vaccination and health documents

emergency vet contacts

recent photo of your pet

your pet’s usual food, especially for sensitive stomachs

Plan rest stops. Avoid leaving animals in parked cars. Check cabin or 
cargo conditions if flying. Make sure carriers are ventilated, secure, 
and familiar before the travel day. A cat meeting its carrier for the first 
time at 5 a.m. before a flight may respond with strong opinions.

9. Check Your Accommodation Before Arrival



“Pet-friendly” can mean many things, ranging from “we welcome 
dogs with a bowl and a biscuit” to “we technically allow one silent 
miniature animal under strict diplomatic conditions.”

Before booking, ask:

Are pets allowed?

Are there size, breed, or number limits?

Are there extra fees?

Can pets be left alone in the room?

Are there rules for common areas?

Are there nearby walking areas?

Are beaches, parks, or restaurants nearby pet-friendly?

Is there air conditioning in hot climates?

Are there stairs or balconies that may be unsafe?

This is especially important for cats, anxious dogs, elderly animals, 
and pets that do not enjoy busy environments. A beautiful apartment 
is less charming if your dog cannot go anywhere nearby or your cat 
spends the entire trip behind the washing machine.

10. Know What to Do if Your Pet Gets Sick 
Abroad

Even well-planned trips can go wrong. Pets can become ill, stressed, 
injured, overheated, or exposed to unfamiliar parasites.

Before travelling, prepare:

Find veterinary clinics near your destination.

Save emergency vet numbers.

Check whether your pet insurance covers travel.

Bring enough regular medication.



Carry a copy of your pet’s medical history if needed.

Ask your vet about parasite prevention for the destination.

Know the local emergency number or veterinary system.

Watch for warning signs:

vomiting

diarrhoea

lethargy

difficulty breathing

heat stress

limping

refusing water

excessive panting

swelling after bites or stings

changes in behaviour

When in doubt, contact a local vet. Your pet cannot explain what is 
wrong, and dramatic sighing is not a diagnostic tool, no matter what 
your dog believes.

11. Do Not Forget the Return Journey

Many travellers prepare carefully for departure and forget that the 
return journey may also have requirements. This matters especially if 
you travelled outside the EU, visited a country with additional rules, or 
entered a destination requiring tapeworm treatment before return.

Before returning, check:

Is the rabies vaccination still valid?

Do you need tapeworm treatment before returning?

Do you need an additional certificate?



Are transport company rules different on the return leg?

Have any local animal health alerts appeared during your trip?

Is your pet fit to travel?

Do not assume that getting there means getting back will be 
automatic. Borders have a way of becoming interesting exactly when 
everyone is tired.

12. Keep Everything Together

Create a simple pet travel folder, physical or digital, with:

pet passport

vaccination records

microchip number

insurance details

vet contacts at home

vet contacts at destination

transport booking confirmation

accommodation pet policy

recent photo of your pet

medication list

emergency contacts

If travelling by car, keep the documents accessible, not buried 
beneath beach towels, snacks, or the emergency bag of “just in case” 
shoes. If travelling by air or ferry, check whether original documents 
are required and keep them with you.

A good rule: if you would not pack your own passport at the bottom of 
a suitcase, do not do it to the dog’s either.



Quick Pre-Travel Checklist

Before travelling with your dog, cat, or ferret, ask:

Is this a non-commercial trip?

Does my pet have the correct document?

Is the pet passport valid and complete?

Is the microchip readable?

Does the microchip number match the passport?

Is the rabies vaccination valid?

Do we need tapeworm treatment?

Are there special destination rules?

Are we entering the EU from a non-EU country?

Do we need an animal health certificate?

Have we checked airline, ferry, train, or coach rules?

Is our accommodation genuinely pet-friendly?

Have we planned for heat, stress, food, water, and rest stops?

Do we know where to find a vet abroad?

Do we have the documents ready for the return journey?

Simple Family Rule

Check the pet before you pack the suitcase.

Microchip. Rabies vaccination. Passport. Destination rules. Transport 
rules. Comfort plan.

That is the order. The dog may believe the most important thing is the 
squeaky toy. The dog is emotionally correct, but administratively 
incomplete.



Final Reminder

The EU pet passport system makes travelling with dogs, cats, and 
ferrets easier, but it works best when owners prepare early. Shared 
rules help pets move safely across borders, but those rules depend 
on correct documents, valid vaccination, reliable identification, and 
responsible care.

A pet passport is not just paperwork. It is how Europe makes room for 
the lives that travel with us.

The dog may not know it has crossed into another country.

But thanks to a little fur, borders, and bureaucracy, love can travel 
safely too.


